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NESCO 

E.O. 11652:N/A 

TAGS: AORG, OCON, UNESCO, IS 

SUBJECT: UNESCO 104TH EXECUTIVE BOARD: ITEM 3.4.2.3 
(104 EX/7) 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE INSTRUCTIONS FOR USDEL ON ITEM 3.4.2.3., 

JIU REPORT: AFRICA AND WESTERN ASIA: REPORT ON THE 
TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROVIDED BY THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 
TO REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL INTEGRATION AND COOPERATION 
MOVEMENTS (104 EX/7). 
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2. UNITED STATES POSITION: 

A. USDEL MAY DRAW ON ITS OWN EXPERT KNOWLEDGE IN COMMENT- 
ING ON THE JIU REPORT AND DG S OBSERVATIONS. 

B. USDEL SHOULD EXPRESS U.S. GOVERNMENT'S CONCERN THAT 
UNESCO HAS ENTERED INTO A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PLO TO 
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ESTABLISH THE PALESTINIAN OPEN UNIVERSITY, DRAWING UPON 
PARAGRAPH D IN DISCUSSION FOR ITS COMMENTS. 

3. DISCUSSION: 

A. ACTING UNDER AUTHORITY OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, THE 
DIRECTOR GENERAL HAS ENTERED INTO COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS 

WITH THE OAU, THE ARAB LEAGUE, AND MANY, IF NOT MOST, OF 
THE REGIONAL AND SUBREGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN AFRICA AND 
WESTERN ASIA AS RECOMMENDED BY THE JIU. THE USDEL IS IN 
A BETTER POSITION THAN THE DEPARTMENT TO EVALUATE AND 
COMMENT UPON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE ARRANGEMENTS. 

B. AS AN ILLUSTRATION OF UNESCO'S COOPERATION WITH 
REGIONAL GROUPS IN THE ARAB WORLD, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
(PARAGRAPH 14) NOTES THAT THE ARAB FUND FOR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT HAS ENTRUSTED UNESCO WITH THE EXECUTION 
OF THE PROJECT FOR ESTABLISHING THE PALESTINIAN OPEN 
UNIVERSITY. ALTHOUGH NO FORMAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT HAS 
YET BEEN SIGNED WITH THE FUND, AN AGREEMENT FOR THE 
PROJECT HAS ALREADY BEEN SIGNED BETWEEN UNESCO, THE FUND, 
AND THE PLO. 

C. AUTHORITY FOR ENTERING INTO THIS AGREEMENT PRESUMABLY 
RESTS ON THOSE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE 18TH GENERAL 
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CONFERENCE BESTOWING LEGITIMACY ON THE PLO (6.33, 11.1 
AND 18.2) AND "INVITING" THE DIRECTOR GENERAL "TO 
COOPERATE WITH THE ARAB STATES CONCERNED AND WITH THE 
PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDING 
POPULATIONS IN THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES WITH 
EVERY MEANS OF ENJOYING THEIR RIGHTS TO EDUCATION AND 
CULTURE" (13.1) AND ON THE DIRECTOR GENERAL S AUTHORITY 
TO ENTER INTO FUNDS-IN-TRUST ARRANGEMENTS. 

D. WE ARE DISTRESSED THAT UNESCO HAS ENTERED INTO SUCH 
A RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PLO, A NONGOVERNMENTAL ENTITY 
WHICH ADVOCATES THE DESTRUCTION OF ONE OF UNESCO'S MEMBER 
STATES, RATHER THAN EXTENDING ASSISTANCE TO THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE THROUGH THE AGENCY ESTABLISHED FOR 
THIS PURPOSE, THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY. 

THE UNITED STATES STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE EXPANSION OF 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE THR- 
OUGH UNRWA, AS AFFIRMED BY OUR SUPPORT FOR THE ADOPTION 
OF UNGA RESOLUTION 32/90/F. WE URGE THAT UNESCO CONTINUE 
TO CARRY OUT ITS ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FOR THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE THROUGH UNRWA, WITH WHICH UNESCO HAS BEEN 
ASSOCIATED SINCE 1950. 
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4. FYI: TO OUR KNOWLEDGE THIS IS FIRST TIME THAT ANY 
SPECIALIZED AGENCY HAS ENTERED INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE 
PLO, AND DEPT. BELIEVES THAT U.S. GOVERNMENT VIEWS SHOULD 
BE PLACED ON RECORD. END FYI. CHRISTOPHER 
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